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Shark fin soup debate continues to divide people
Many local 
restaurant 
owners are 
on board 
with the 
proposed 
ban, but 
others in 
the Chinese 
commu-
nity are 
citing the 
controver-
sial dish’s 
cultural 
significance
By BRANDON KOSTINUK
Coun. Kerry Jang is pursuing a joint ban on the sale of shark fin products in Vancouver, Richmond 
and Burnaby because of the decimation 
the trade has wrought on shark species 
and the environment.
But establishments that serve the 
culturally popular shark fin soup are 
opposed to the proposed regional ban 
because of the potential for lost reve-
nue.
“Restaurants can’t do without it,” 
said Michael Kwok, manager at Red 
Star Seafood Restaurant in Marpole.
“We’re just serving our customers’ 
demands,” he added. 
But this isn’t the case for all restau-
rants.
“Shark fin has not been on my menu 
for many years,” said Joseph Lee, own-
er of the Flamingo House Chinese res-
taurant.
“I have a [culturally] diverse custom-
er base so if I’m not serving shark fin I 
won’t die,” he said.
Shark’s fin is a status symbol in Chi-
nese culture, said Lee, because the 
product garners such a high price tag. 
So serving shark’s fin is a show of 
wealth and generosity, he added, which 
makes it a customary item at weddings.
“But I don’t do banquets,” said Lee.
The Red Star Seafood Restaurant 
does, and all of their dinner packages 
contain shark’s fin soup, among other 
lavish food, because, according to 
Kwok, customers demand it. 
“Banquet functions are important to 
our business,” said Kwok.
For a small bowl of shark’s fin soup, 
the Red Star Seafood Restaurant 
charges $36.80, while banquet packages 
range from $598 to $1,998.
Kevin Shu, a first-year science stu-
dent at Langara, said he likes shark fin 
soup because of the texture and aroma.
“But it’s expensive and I’m conscious 
of the environment so I’m supportive of 
the ban,” added Shu.
Edward Yao, a first-year human ki-
netics student, said he too was support-
ive of the ban.
“It’s basically killing off a species,” 
said Yao.
“There’s not much nutrition in it . . . 
[and] it’s destroying the ecosystem.”
Lee, despite admitting he would be 
unaffected by the ban, still hands out a 
petition customers can voluntarily sign 
to express their opposition.
Lee said he does this because he is a 
member of the B.C. Asian Restaurant 
and Café Owners Association, where 
the petition originated.
Since September, he has been able to 
accumulate only a handful of signa-
tures.
The president of the association, and 
fellow restaurateur, David Chung, was 
not available for comment.
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Some restaurants, such as the Fla-
mingo House, have not had the soup 
on their menu for years. 
Remembering those who fought
Many Remembrance Day events are being held around Vancouver
Board member not taking 
classes at Langara, but 
questions emerge about his 
eligibility to be in the LSU
By SAM REYNOLDS
The treasurer of the Langara Stu-dents’ Union is enrolled in classes at the University of British Colum-
bia’s Vancouver campus and is not a 
student at Langara College.
The current bylaws of the LSU 
(which are in the process of revision) 
do not directly specify that a director 
must be a student at the college. The 
bylaws only state that a director must 
be a “member of the Union” which is 
obtained through payment of member-
ship fees that are attached to tuition. 
James Li, the LSU’s treasurer, would 
not return initial requests for comment 
sent to his LSU email address. 
The Voice was able to contact Li via 
his Facebook account. 
A representative of Langara’s stu-
dent accounts department explained 
that if a student decides to drop classes 
and is eligible for a tuition refund (mid-
September) their LSU fees are refund-
ed.
The bylaws also include a provision 
that directors may take a “leave of ab-
sence from the Board for a period of up 
to one semester” subject to the will of 
the Board. 
Based on the language in the bylaws 
— which Li pointed to argue that he 
was still eligible to be Treasurer — it is 
not clear if he would have to give up his 
By KATJA DE BOCK
I
f you are staying in South Vancou-
ver for Remembrance Day, you 
could visit the local parade from 
John Oliver Secondary School to 
the cenotaph in Memorial South Park. 
The parade starts at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
Nov. 11, 2012 at 530 East 41st Avenue. 
When Major Garth Newlands led his 
bagpipe band onto the field of BC Place 
on Saturday evening in a tribute to vet-
erans, 36,000 football fans cheered 
“thank you.” 
“It’s all about 
passing on the 
torch,” said New-
lands, whose Sur-
rey bagpipe band 
includes members 
of all ages.
The tribute was 
one of many events 
featured in this 
year’s Veterans’ 
Week, which will 
culminate in cele-
brations on Sunday, November 11. Re-
membrance Day celebrates the end of 
hostilities on Nov. 11, 1918, and recalls 
fallen soldiers and veterans of all wars 
in the Commonwealth. 
Canada’s last First World War vet-
eran died in 2010, and many Second 
World War veterans are in their 80s 
and older. This prompted David Scou-
gal, photography instructor at Langara 
College, to portrait dozens of veterans 
in a photo series for the Royal Canadi-
an Legion. 
Scougal’s motivation was to never 
forget that generation, including his 
own father, who had served in the navy 
for 25 years.
Kevin Berry, 29, is a student at Si-
mon Fraser University. He served and
DAVID SCOUGAL
Photo-imaging 
instructor
LSU 
Treasurer a 
UBC student 
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Veterans paraded at BC Place during a Remembrance Day tribute for 36,000 people during the 
half-time show of the BC Lions game against the Saskatchewan Roughriders on Saturday Nov. 3
UBC REMEMBRANCE 
DAY CEREMONY
Starts at 10 a.m. on Nov. 
11 in the UBC War 
Memorial Gym
STANLEY pARK 
JApANESE 
MEMORIAL
A celebration to honor 
Vancouver’s Japanese 
soldiers. Starts at 10:30 
a.m. Nov. 11 near the 
Stanley Park Pavillion
EVENTS
in the city
was severely injured in Afghanistan, 
later suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder. 
Together with five other plaintiffs, 
he started a class action lawsuit against 
the government’s new compensation 
plan, which bans lifelong pensions and 
other benefits for war veterans. 
Berry was moved while visiting war 
cemeteries in Belgium and the Nether-
lands. “The vast majority of them was 
under 22. It was a bunch of kids.” 
Technology specialist Noy Kong-
takane purchased a poppy at the Lan-
gara reception desk. “My family was 
never touched by war. But I like the no-
tion of supporting the troops and re-
membering the past,” she said. 
The poppy boxes at Langara are col-
lected by the local legion’s Branch No. 
16, and the donations go to the Poppy 
Fund . 
Berry has one message to students: 
“Take the time to go to a cenotaph and 
pay respect to those who guaranteed 
that you can now get an education and 
live an a country that is free of war.”
St. John’s Shaughnessy Anglican 
Church will be hosting an evening of 
music and poetry about immortality 
and our collective memory of the dead 
on Nov. 11 starting at 7:30 p.m.
For more information about veteran 
services and Remembrance Day events 
in the Vancouver area, visit www.vet-
erans.gc.ca.
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Schools shaky in quake wake
By Steven Chua
T
he recent earthquake off the B.C. 
coast has left some Marpole lo-
cals wondering if their schools 
are prepared for a major ground-
shaker.
“I don’t think Vancouverites are 
ready at all in general,” said Pauline 
Imai, a parent whose child attends 
Winston Churchill Secondary.
Some school buildings don’t appear 
to be ready for an earthquake, as 56 
Vancouver schools — 42 of which are 
elementary — require seismic up-
grades, according to data released by 
the B.C. Seismic Mitigation Program in 
September.
Schools requiring upgrades need to 
be reconstructed or renovated to make 
them more durable in an earthquake, 
according to the Education Ministry’s 
seismic report.
Among those buildings are Sir Win-
ston Churchill Secondary and David 
Lloyd George Elementary, which are 
rated the highest risk level for struc-
tural failure during an earthquake. 
Churchill needs upgrades to class-
rooms, its auditorium and gym among 
others.
Lloyd George requires changes to 
both the original structure and its new-
er facilities.
“It’s a great time to remind politi-
cians and leaders about this issue,” 
Vancouver school trustee Mike Lom-
bardi said.
He wants the provincial government 
to give more funding to seismically up-
grade schools.
The Ministry of Education hopes to 
complete upgrading all its schools by 
2020, but Vancouver still needs more 
cash for the cause.
Vancouver School Board facilities 
manager Ernest Fanthorpe said the 
district is trying to meet that deadline, 
but “whether we will or not will be de-
pendent on funding.”
Fanthorpe was unable to give a fund-
ing estimate, but Lombardi said an ad-
ditional $850 million — which the 
school board asked for in October — 
will be necessary to ensure all 56 
schools are upgraded.
The board expects a response from 
the Education Ministry around April 
next year.
It takes about two years for each 
school to get renovated or reconstruct-
ed Lombardi said.
The ministry was contacted for com-
ment regarding earthquake upgrade 
funding, but failed to respond before 
press time.
While building upgrades are one 
part of preparing for an earthquake, 
school staff point out emergency proce-
dures are important as well.
“We have to go through routines 
where we can account for everyone 
[during a disaster],” said Churchill sec-
ondary vice-principal John Hunter
Each school in the Vancouver dis-
trict holds two earthquake drills a year.
School emergency response teams, 
or SERTs, are present in schools and 
undergo a two-day training regimen 
under the supervision of a local 
firefighter, according to Vancouver 
School Board spokesman Kurt Hein-
rich.
The schools also sport emergency 
bins, which contain food and supplies 
to sustain students and staff for about 
72 hours, according to Heinrich.
“The levels 
of [mercu-
ry] in vac-
cines are 
minute and 
have not 
been shown 
to cause 
harm
health Canada
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Sir Wilfrid Laurier Annex students hunker down for last year’s earthquake drill at the South Vancouver elementary school 
Marpole students attend high-risk schools that still await seismic 
funding from province, in the face of last month’s record earthquake
Dose of
caution
urged on
flu shot
By Kevin hampSon
A convenient clinic wasn’t enough to entice some students to get a flu shot after two vaccines were 
temporarily suspended for a safety 
check. 
The clinic, part of a vaccination cam-
paign by student health services, came 
as Health Canada advised a hold on the 
use of two Novartis flu vaccinations, 
Agriflu and Fluad, after clumping par-
ticles were found in samples in Italy. 
Although the clumping of protein 
particles in vaccines is common, the 
sample in Italy had more clumping 
than usual.
Health Canada lifted the hold last 
Wednesday after reviewing the vac-
cines.
The vaccination administered by 
student health was Vaxigrip, the main 
flu vaccine administered by public 
health providers throughout B.C. this 
year.
The hold could 
make an already 
wary public even 
more reluctant to 
roll up their 
sleeves. 
Only 36 per cent 
of Canadians got 
flu shots last year, 
according to an Ip-
sos-Reid survey 
conducted spring 
2011.
“It’s just the 
doubt; not wanting 
to take the risk,” 
said Damian San-
doval, a social sci-
ences student who has heard flu vac-
cines contain harmful chemicals.
There is good reason to be cautious, 
said Chris Shaw, a UBC neuroscientist. 
Vaxigrip contains the mercury-
based preservative thimerosal, an in-
gredient that Shaw said could be neu-
rotoxic.
According to Health Canada, “The 
levels of [mercury] in vaccines are min-
ute and have not been shown to cause 
harm.”
“[But] you don’t need a lot to harm 
the central nervous system,” Shaw 
said, adding that not enough studies 
have been done to rule out the possibil-
ity of long-term harm.
Shaw also said vaccinations are only 
marginally effective.
A recent review by the Cochrane 
Collaboration, an international net-
work of medical experts, found that 
vaccines prevent flu symptoms in only 
around six per cent of cases.
Susan Kensett, a community health 
nurse who ran Langara’s vaccination 
campaign, said the shots are effective. 
Research indicates the current vaccine 
is 59 per cent effective, she said.
Nursing student Reuben Calder got 
his shot. Health care professionals 
should get vaccinated to avoid infect-
ing patients, he said.  
But he doesn’t think healthy young 
people outside the medical profession 
should bother getting a shot.
UBC neuroscientist among
group of experts who
question the safety and
strength of vaccines as 
students get jabbed
By GiLLian hameS
Langara has cleared a significant hurdle in its planned expansion project, but cannot proceed further 
until the provincial government forks 
over the cash. 
Zoning amendments for two new 
buildings were approved at a city hall 
hearing on Oct. 30, but the college is 
now waiting for approval from the 
province. 
“We’ve done a lot of work to be 
ready,” said Roy Daykin, vice-president 
of administration and finance at Langa-
ra. “When the government says ‘let’s 
go’, we’ll move fairly quickly.”
The completed project will provide 
students with a new science and stu-
dent services building and a creative 
arts building, as well as upgrades to 
Building A. The current plans for ex-
pansion have been in the works for 
three or four years, according to 
Daykin.
He said the project is expected to 
cost an estimated 
$200 million.
Daykin isn’t sur-
prised the govern-
ment hasn’t yet 
given its approval. 
“You’ve got 25 in-
stitutions all want-
ing a piece of that 
pie,” he said.
For example, the 
Research Universi-
ties’ Council of 
B.C., representing six universities, re-
cently lobbied the government for $130 
million for various projects, scholar-
ships and research.
Langara is part of B.C. Colleges, 
which represents 11 public community 
colleges in British Columbia. These 
conglomerates help colleges communi-
cate their needs to the government. 
“It gives you a more co-ordinated, 
louder voice,” Daykin said. 
Daykin would not speculate on ex-
actly when the college might get ap-
proval for funding. However, he does 
not believe that the college will see any 
money until after the provincial elec-
tion in May 2013. 
The B.C. Liberal budget plan intends 
to cut post-secondary education fund-
ing by one per cent, next year. 
“I’m optimistic that we will get the 
funding someday,” Daykin said. “But if 
you are expecting it under the tree this 
year, you’re going to be disappointed.”
No cash for college this Christmas 
Expansions
for new 
Science and
Arts facili-
ties OK’d 
by city but 
shovels 
may not hit
the ground 
until B.C.
government
grants cash
next year
Roy DAykin
VP of Langara’s
admin & finance
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By GILLIAN HAMES
Langara students just elected two new representatives to the educa-tion council. 
Female representative Rute Xu and 
male representative Max Yang vow to 
be accessible to students and address 
concerns they might have regarding 
their college experience.
The education council is an elected 
body that has a mandate to approve or 
reject any proposed academic changes 
at Langara.  This includes decisions on 
new courses, changes in courses and 
academic policy.
Gerda Krause, education council 
chairwoman, explained the student 
representatives are expected to read 
proposals submitted by departments, 
discuss them and make sure they are 
appropriate for the college.
 “And then [they] either approve it or 
not, as the case may be,” she said. 
The student representatives each 
have a vote on council, and essentially 
represent the interests of the student 
body. 
“They are bringing a student per-
spective [to the council],” said Krause. 
Neither candidate could be reached 
for comment.
Both candidates have relevant expe-
rience representing students at previ-
ous institutions.  Xu was the education 
commissioner at her high school.
In her candidate statement, she 
promised to strive for a bigger budget 
from the college. 
Xu also vowed to organize more fun-
draising events to help the council be 
able to offer more services to students.
Xu’s term will be from Nov. 2012 to 
Sept. 2013.
Yang has previous experience serv-
ing students as vice-president of his 
student union in high school .
In his statement, Yang pledged to 
“work with other Langara depart-
ments to serve as an advocate for dif-
ferent groups, voicing students’ con-
cerns.” 
Each student representative is elect-
ed to serve a one-year term, but Yang’s 
term will only be from Nov. 2012 to Jan. 
2013. He was elected in a by-election re-
placing Dean Tsatouhas. 
By MIcHAEL LEtENdrE
S
mokers at Langara are asking 
for more smoking areas, as the 
current designated areas are 
frustrating some students.
Langara has two designated smok-
ing spots in front of the main entrances 
to the A Building, which many students 
have to walk through on their way to 
class.
Psychology student Ali Hejri said he 
has to walk through the smoking areas 
regularly.
“It bothers me,” he said. “It would be 
better if there wasn’t any smoking 
here.”
Langara’s director of facilities Wen-
dy Lannard said in an email that the 
smoking areas were chosen because 
they follow Vancouver’s smoking by-
law.
The bylaw states smoking has to 
take place at least six metres from any 
entrance, opening, window or air in-
take vent.
Despite the restrictions, many stu-
dents ignore them and smoke in non-
designated areas.
The west side of B Building is one of 
those spots. It is covered, and many 
students smoke just outside of the en-
trance doors.
Curtis Leblanc, a photography stu-
dent, said he smokes outside of B Build-
ing with fellow classmates because it is 
too far to go anywhere else.
“We don’t have much time between 
classes,” he said.
He said people normally don’t mind, 
and he tries to be accommodating.
“If there’s people around, I usually 
walk away.”
Lannard said the school would con-
sider adding another smoking area as 
long as it met the city bylaws.
Arts and science student Larry Li 
would like to see more smoking spots 
on campus
“I think it would be good for people 
who need a place to smoke.”
Loni Fay, a psychology student, be-
lieves smokers should stick to assigned 
areas around campus.
“You shouldn’t smoke where people 
don’t want to smell it,” she said. “I 
think about people like my mom and 
grandma who both have asthma.”
Not everyone is bothered, like pho-
tography student Michael Gill.
“I don’t mind. Just walk away if you 
don’t like it,” he said.
“As long as you’re not blowing smoke 
in my face, it’s fine.”
Smokers on campus
Not all people are lighting up in designated 
areas and some students are now taking notice
Alienation
= gang
violence:
instructor
Sociology professor Indira 
Prahst will be hosting a 
seminar about what leads 
people to illegal activity
duties as treasurer should he take this 
leave.
Li explained that he was initially en-
rolled in a class at Langara but dropped 
in early in the term.
He says that he will “take two classes 
at Langara next term.”
Li doesn’t believe that his enroll-
ment at UBC has any impact on his per-
formance as treasurer but would not 
say how many classes he is enrolled in 
at UBC.
“If there are any big events or other 
union business happening, I come to 
help or accomplish my duties for the 
LSU instead of attending my classes,” 
said Li.
Li further claimed that he is in the 
LSU office “frequently” on Monday, 
Thursday and Friday.
Li was late to the board meeting on 
October 29 and absent from the board 
meeting on November 5.
The LSU media liaison did not re-
spond to repeated requests for com-
ment by press time.
Education 
council gets 
two new
student reps
Rute Xu and Max Yang 
will help shape Langara 
academic courses & policy
Treasurer is at UBC
Continued from page 1
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Arts and Science student Larry Li smokes outside of the library by the picnic tables.  He thinks it 
will be good idea if the college added more designated areas for him and other smokers.
By ANNIE ELLISoN
When two students went to their instructor and asked her how to make a safe exit from gang 
life, she did not have an answer.
Sociology and anthropology depart-
ment chair Indira Prahst’s search for a 
way to answer is now a multi-disciplin-
ary project tackling the connection be-
tween student alienation and gang vio-
lence. 
She presents her work at the Langa-
ra Philosophers’ Jam dialogue series 
on Nov. 15. 
“I was disappointed with the way the 
issue of youths joining gangs was being 
treated,” said Prahst. 
She fights to dispel overly simplistic 
stereotypes of why youths from the 
South Asian community join gangs. 
“The cultural argument is a very 
simple explanation for a complex expe-
rience,” says Prahst. 
Social media also contributes to 
alienation and 
gang violence. 
T e c h n o l o g y 
numbs our connec-
tions, meaning 
youth are not de-
veloping care or 
empathy, says 
Prahst. 
For example, we 
are more likely to 
use harsh words 
via Facebook than 
in person.  
Social alienation 
leads young people to join gangs for 
two reasons, says Prahst’s research as-
sistant Prabhsharanbir Singh.
“They possess the dire need to be ac-
cepted and the dire need for power,” 
said Singh. 
Business administration student 
Ken Khangura has watched his friends 
join gangs searching for a sense of be-
longing. 
“They see their friends throwing 
money around and want a piece of it,” 
said Khangura. 
But the visible fallout keeps him 
away from that lifestyle. 
“One of my friends got his parents’ 
house shot up,” said Khangura. 
“Now he’s chilling somewhere in 
Saskatchewan so no one can find him.”
Singh says by romanticizing gang-
life -- even killing and being killed -- 
youth get disoriented to the point that 
shoplifting brings less shame than 
gang affiliation. 
Event-moderator and Langara phi-
losophy instructor Alex Boston says 
the organizers look for topics like this 
one that will stir a bit of controversy 
and get people talking. 
Philosophy teaches people to keep 
open minds and move beyond initial 
disagreements. 
Discussing big ideas with strangers, 
just for the sake of it, benefits even the 
most career-minded students. 
“Philosophy doesn’t get you the job,” 
says Boston. “It gets you the promo-
tion.” 
The Philosophers’ Jam is free and 
open to everyone.  
The event will be held in the faculty 
and staff dining room located in the A 
building from 7 p.m. to 9p.m.
INDIRA PRAHST
Sociology and 
anthropology 
department chair
1	 A person must not 
smoke: in public 
buildings;
2	 on public transit or 
in vehicles for hire;
3	 near places where 
people wait to 
board transit/
vehicles for hire;
4	 within six metres 
of any opening of 
buildings (ie doors, 
windows, air intake 
vents);
5	 in or near customer 
service areas.
Source: vancouver.ca
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By tanya hill
V
ancouver visual artist, designer 
and writer Douglas Coupland 
unveiled his stunning sculpture, 
named “Infinite Tires” on Oct. 4 
at the SW Marine Drive Canadian Tire. 
“Infinite Tires” is a nod to the fa-
mous Romanian artist Constantin 
Brancusi’s  “Endless Column.” Now, in-
stead of modules of iron, we see an 
18-metre-tall tower of stacked fiber-
glass tires, each one made smaller in 
diametre to give the impression of ris-
ing endlessly into the sky. 
“It’s abstract, it makes you think, 
what is this, are they real tires?” said 
Zack Wong, an employee at a nearby 
Best Buy. 
The sculpture, commissioned by Ca-
nadian Tire, is located in a place syn-
onymous not with high art, but with 
industry. Coupland wants to change 
that. 
“My installation at Canadian Tire’s 
Marine Drive shopping complex is a 
beacon, totem and signpost, designed 
to fascinate from both up close and far 
away,” Coupland said in a statement.
Taking a mundane object like a tire 
and placing it in a context that changes 
its meaning is something Coupland has 
done before.  
Cities like Vancouver and Toronto 
and private companies like Canadian 
Tire and Malibu Investments Inc. have 
commissioned public artworks from 
Coupland in the past.
His recent public artworks include 
the Terry Fox memorial, unveiled in 
Vancouver in 2011, and his Digital Orca 
in 2010. 
Vancouver has come a long way in 
the past few years when it comes to 
creating a city that is more interesting. 
“We are a very new city. I think there 
has in the past been a reserve to put 
funding into culture, maybe starting 
with the Olympics this has changed,” 
said Jenifer Papararo, founding mem-
ber of the Instant Coffee art collective, 
and curator of the Vancouver Contem-
porary Art Gallery.
“The city in general has started to 
understand the importance of making 
a city an interesting place and also to 
engage the public intellectually,” she 
said. “Bringing art into public spaces 
is, even though a difficult endeavor, in-
credibly important.”
By Bronwyn scott
this might be your once-in-a-life-time shot to meet National Geo-graphic photographer Steve Mc-
Curry.
On Nov. 8 the man behind the lens of 
Afghan Girl, the powerful image of a 
teenaged Afghani orphan at a refugee 
camp in Pakistan, will speak on campus 
about his work as part of Langara’s 
Photography Masters series.
McCurry’s influence as a photojour-
nalist is beyond measure. 
He is “probably one of the leading 
contemporary journalists working to-
day,” said photography instructor Jim 
Balderston, the event organizer. “The 
quality of his work is exceptional.” 
Students are eager to hear what the 
author of some of the world’s best pho-
tographs has to say about the industry.
“I’m really interested in doing that 
kind of travel photography . . . I would 
love to hear what he has to say as an 
established photographer,” said stu-
dent Lily Ditchburn. “It’s always good 
to hear from professionals who have 
been able to make a career at this,” she 
said. “It gives you hope.”
Photography student Shawna Wajz-
er hoped to do her practicum with Mc-
Curry but learned that he’s too busy. 
Afghan Girl is her favourite piece of 
his. She likes it for the depth it commu-
nicates.
“You can see who she is and it really 
. . . brings out her character . . . and you 
know that she’s not just some girl, she 
has a story,” said Wajzer.
McCurry is a member of Magnum 
Photos, an international co-operative 
founded in 1947 that has offices in New 
York, Paris, London and Tokyo.
When asked what it takes to reach 
McCurry’s level of expertise, Balder-
ston said it’s about dedication, taking 
risks and being in the right place at the 
right time. 
McCurry’s tight schedule keeps him 
flying. He’ll be in Vancouver for the day 
of his talk, Nov. 8, scheduled for 7:00 
p.m. in room A130. For more informa-
tion, or to purchase tickets, contact Jim 
Balderston at jbalderston@langara.bc.
ca. Tickets are $35 for students and $45 
for non-students. 
By simone pfeiffer
lend Me a Tenor, Metro Theatre’s latest production, is pure comic gold. 
The farce, written by Ken Ludwig, is 
spirited to life by a talented cast of 
eight under the direction of Catherine 
Morrison. 
The play is set in 1934 in Cleveland. 
Tito Merelli (played by Joel D. Mont-
grand,) a famous Italian opera singer, 
arrives in town to perform the lead role 
in Othello for the Cleveland Opera 
Company’s latest production.
Steve Dotto plays Saunders, the 
“anal-retentive, explosive, always wor-
rying company manager.” 
One of the play’s funniest scenes in-
volves Saunders throwing a hysteri-
cally energetic tirade, after learning 
that Merelli, lying motionless in the 
bedroom, will not be able to perform 
that evening as planned. 
Noting the complexity of staging a 
show with so many entrances and ex-
its, Morrison praised her cast’s ability 
to master the dynamics of physical 
comedy. 
“All the actors were very good at 
that,” she said. 
Indeed, the physical comedy se-
quences had many in the audience 
howling with 
laughter during 
Friday night’s 
preview show. 
Dotto said the 
script is what 
makes the play 
so much fun. 
“Actors know 
there’s a certain 
magic to excel-
lent scriptwrit-
ing. Ken Ludwig 
is a brilliant dia-
logue writer. Of 
all the scripts 
I’ve read, it’s the 
funniest one,” he 
said. 
The play was 
nominated for two Tony awards and a 
Laurence Olivier Award. 
Speaking over the phone prior to 
Friday evening’s preview, Dotto said he 
was nervous but excited. 
“I’m very proud of this cast. I have 
high expectations. We’ve got some-
thing special. We just have to do it jus-
tice.” 
The gold and burgundy 1930s set 
was designed by Les Erskine, who also 
lit the stage in warm tones. Since the 
entire action took place in a hotel suite, 
the bedroom was separated visually 
from the living area by way of a raised 
floor, rather than a more typical line 
down the middle of the stage.
She also made sure the actors used a 
lot of props and were in costume for 
much of the rehearsal period. In par-
ticular, she insisted the women get 
used to their shoes by wearing them 
from the start. 
“When you’ve got sore feet, it’s very 
hard to emote,” she said. 
The play runs from Nov. 3 until Dec. 
1st.
Students anticipate a visit 
from the man behind some 
of National Geographic’s 
most famous photographsAudiences will be singing 
praises for Metro Theatre’s 
production of the comic 
farce “Lend Me a Tenor”
Coupland treads 
path in           
south
Van
 MICHELLE GAMAGE photo
The clever sculpture uses an optical illusion to suggest that the tires stretch into the sky forever.
Infinite Tires, by world-renowned Vancouver 
artist Douglas Coupland, was unveiled in Oct.
“Tenor” 
lends a 
laugh 
to crowd
Iconic 
photog 
to speak 
at Langara
LONG WEEKEND tipsAS A NOVELISTAmong his most widely-
read novels are: Gen-
eration X, Microserfs, Hey 
Nostradamus!, Eleanor 
Rigby and jPod
VOICE OF A 
GENERATION
Whether he coined the 
phrase is debatable, but 
thanks to Coupland, 
“Generation X” became the 
term to describe 
20-somethings in the early 
1990s.
CANAdIANA juNkIE
He penned the non-fiction 
book “Souvenir of Canada” 
(and its sequel,) as well as 
biographies of legendary 
Canadians Terry Fox and 
Marshall McLuhan
Source: Wikipedia
DOUGLAS
Coupland bio
“I’m very 
proud of 
this cast ... 
We’ve got 
something 
special. We 
just have 
to do it 
justice.
STEVE dOTTO
remembrance parade
• Remembrance Day ceremony at 
Memorial South Park, organized by 
South Vancouver Veteran’s Coun-
cil, begins with a parade, followed 
by a memorial service at the Park’s 
cenotaph (near main entrance on 41st 
Avenue at Windsor Street) at 10:30am.
record fair
• Main St. Vinyl Record Fair on Nov. 
10th from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Cam-
brian Hall (215 E. 17th Ave.) Buy, sell, 
and trade vinyl at this all-ages event 
with live music. Admission $2.
health fair
• Vancouver Health Fair on Nov. 
10th from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. at the Vancou-
ver Convention Centre (1055 Canada 
Place.) 
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By JENNIFER THUNCHER
J
ust in time for Christmas, Apple 
and Microsoft have released new 
tablets.  
The iPad Mini is smaller and 
lighter than the Microsoft Surface 
while the Surface has more screen 
space and a larger memory. 
The Mini has a seven-inch screen 
and costs $329. 
The Mini has 1 GB of RAM.  It runs 
on IOS 6, as does the larger version of 
iPad, and includes 1080p HD video. 
“I wonder whether we need a tablet 
smaller than the regular iPad that isn’t 
as cheap as the competition?” said 
Nora Young, host and creator of CBC 
Radio’s Spark, in a email. She said the 
Mini is a way for Apple to compete with 
Android and Amazon’s Kindle. 
Fekete Istvan, technology writer for 
jaxov.com, also has issues with the 
clarity of the Mini. 
“When I compare it with the iPad 
with Retina display [iPad 3], it is a huge 
step back. Anyone who has held the 
new iPad in his [or] her hands knows 
that it can’t go back to the non Retina 
display,” said Istvan by email.
The $519 Microsoft Surface has a 10-
inch screen. 
The Surface boasts twice the amount 
of RAM as the Mini with 2 GB. It runs 
the new Windows 8 and has 720p HD 
video. 
Both products are sold at Oakridge 
Centre in Vancouver and at Metrotown 
mall in Burnaby. 
Peter Baker, Langara computer sci-
ence instructor, doesn’t think the Sur-
face will succeed. He says the product 
is marketed towards youth. 
“But to date I see few of the applica-
tions the youth market would use avail-
able via the Microsoft store,” said Bak-
er. The Surface does not have a 
Facebook application while the Mini 
does.  
General studies student Henry Lee 
was less convinced about the new of-
ferings, “No, I have the new iPad so not 
interested [in the Mini]. It is just small-
er.”  Lee also said he would not consid-
er buying the Surface. 
Langara astronomy instructor 
Bradley Hughes has an entirely 
different take on the release of these 
two new tablets. 
“Another symptom of capitalism’s 
need to endlessly produce goods we 
don’t need,” he said. 
By ANNIE EllIsoN
This Christmas, kids will be wonder-ing how Grandma fit a 15 hectare paintball under the tree, or why a 
Paul McCartney is in Mom’s stocking. 
In an eco-friendly shift, gift-givers 
are breaking away from buying and 
wrapping purchased experiences rath-
er than material objects for presents.  
“I look at that mountain of wrapping 
paper and think ‘how many trees have 
given their lives for this?’” said envi-
ronmental studies instructor Frank 
Williams. 
Experiences as gifts can range from 
bungee jumping or concert tickets to a 
spa day or yoga membership, none of 
which require wrapping paper or fake 
smiles.  
Cooking classes are a popular choice 
at the Dirty Apron cooking school, 
which offers classes and gift-experi-
ence vouchers. 
“After a certain age, it’s about the 
memories more than the presents. 
When you open gifts, what you really 
have is that memory of Christmas 
morning,” said general manager Callie 
Cooper. 
“People have a great memory that 
they can take and recreate at home,” 
she said. 
Both come in an envelope but a con-
ventional gift card is apparently not as 
enticing as a voucher for an experi-
ence. 
Millions of dollars in gift cards go 
unspent every year, while Cooper says 
customers are redeeming their cook-
ing classes “right away.”  
After taking a cooking class, com-
merce student Kaitlyn Kuipers sees ex-
periences as easier to give than mate-
rial gifts. 
“If you want something, you just go 
get it,” she said. We may not be as like-
ly to buy experiences for ourselves. 
However, Williams warns shoppers 
of “greenwashing,” as there are no le-
gal regulations for what qualifies as 
green. 
Some experiences have less environ-
mental impact than material gifts, but 
not all. 
 “Skydiving, going up into the air in a 
small plane, I don’t see that as terribly 
green,” said Williams. 
Regardless, a gift that requires no 
storage in Vancouver carries an added 
bonus. 
By RYAN BANAGAN
If big crowds and long lines aren’t bothersome enough to keep you from last minute Christmas shop-
ping, maybe the idea of saving money 
will. 
As November begins, so do the sales.
It used to be common for retailers to 
wait until Black Friday (Nov. 23) to put 
merchandise on sale, however that is 
no longer the case.
“Beginning in 2010, we now have 
Black November. That’s right; the one 
day event is now 30 days long,” said 
Marianne Bickle, chair of the retailing 
department at the University of South 
Carolina.
Until a couple of years ago, Black 
Friday wasn’t that popular in Canada, 
but times have changed.
Retailers are finding that promoting 
their products throughout the holiday 
season starting Nov. 1, benefits them as 
well as the consumer. 
“Black November gives us an entire 
month of shopping frenzy, sales, pro-
motions and holiday cheer,” Bickle 
added. 
A reason why retailers are market-
ing like this is to increase traffic and 
build consumer excitement. 
This is one of the biggest challenges 
any business faces according to Bickle.
Without people going into stores, or 
more recently shopping online, sales 
can’t be made. 
As a result, consumers sometimes 
need a reminder about holiday shop-
ping.
One way retailers do this is by deco-
rating their storefront windows or by 
sending out sale fliers with morning 
papers. 
Another reason why retailers are 
promoting their products earlier is to 
entice purchasing behaviour.
Black November is designed to stim-
ulate non-gift purchases, according to 
National Retail Federation president 
Matthew Shay. 
“Retailers are already offering pro-
motions on everyday items that bud-
get-conscious shoppers know their 
friends and family members can wear 
or use on a daily basis,” Shay said in an 
NRF article released in 2012 that dis-
cussed the topic of retail promotions 
and holiday deals. 
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Christmas goods on display at a local Starbucks
Retailers begin Christmas sales to entice cash-ins
Material 
world the 
rage no more
Black November theme sparks a shopping frenzy in the hope of advertising cut price deals for customers prior to holiday season
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A Microsoft sales representative poses alongside the company’s new Surface tablet at Metrotown mall in Burnaby 
Tech giants air new gadgets 
“Another 
symptom 
of capital-
ism’s need 
to endless-
ly produce 
goods we 
don’t need
BRADlEY HUGHEs, 
langara 
astronomy 
instructor
Green shift promotes 
giving experiences instead 
of presents this Christmas 
Microsoft releases latest Surface tablet to rival Apple’s iPad mini
A
re you wondering what the 
Langara Students’ Union has 
been up to this year? Here 
are some highlights. 
1. They’re rewriting the bylaws, 
and it’s going to affect you. The 
union is talking about requiring 
potential candidates to submit a 
resumé in order to run for office, 
giving the LSU the power to weed 
out candidates, defeating the whole 
purpose of voting. We made it to 
college. We’re smart enough to 
decide whom we want in office. 
2. The LSU runs almost every 
meeting in camera. If Stephen 
Harper did that, Canadians would be 
livid. LSU bylaws state board 
meetings are open to all members of 
the union, as long as the board is 
“permitted to move in camera in 
extraordinary circumstances.” Right 
now the LSU is even classifying a 
routine vote on a new deputy media 
liaison as an extraordinary event. 
3. An LSU employee was paid to 
watch me look at public documents. 
We sat alone, in a boardroom. The 
resource co-ordinator for the LSU, 
Saadia Rai, has her master’s degree 
from the University of Cambridge, 
and she’s making sure your lowly 
reporter doesn’t take notes while 
looking through public budgets and 
old meeting minutes.
4. Better yet, I was handed the 
budgets the next morning and told 
to keep them. I got to look at the 
meeting minutes, 
except they were 
just glorified 
worksheets that 
the committee 
filled out at 
leisure in point 
form. They 
weren’t real 
minutes. 
5. It took The 
Voice two weeks 
to get in touch 
with the media 
liaison, Gurbax Leelh. But we expect 
things to be busy if staff paid by the 
LSU are tied up watching reporters 
look at public documents. 
6. When we finally had an 
interview with Leelh, we were told 
that the LSU doesn’t want to talk to 
The Voice because we hurt some of 
their executives’ feelings. Leelh said 
that if The Voice continues to hurt 
board members’ feelings, the union 
will consult its lawyer. 
7. The treasurer in charge of the 
LSU’s money goes to UBC. But he 
used to go to Langara, so it’s OK. 
 The Voice takes pride in keeping 
its readers well-informed. But the 
LSU doesn’t make it easy.  
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Dear Voice:
I saw your recent article on the HPV 
vaccine in which our work is quoted 
and wanted to tell you that my col-
leagues and I think you did an excellent 
job of presenting the various opinions 
on this controversial subject.
Balanced journalism is sometimes 
hard to achieve in any area, but when 
the subject is vaccines and vaccine 
safety it can become a truly daunting 
task. I want to congratulate you and 
your colleagues for taking on this chal-
lenging assignment and doing it so 
well.
With best wishes,
(signed) Christopher A. Shaw, Ph.D
Professor
Department of Ophthalmology
University of British Columbia
LETTER to the editor
OPINION
JuLEs kNOx
I feel bad for smokers. Having been one for over half of my adult life, I know what I’m talking about.
It’a tough to quit, and it’s tough 
being a smoker these days—it’s just 
not cool anymore.
With more and more regulations 
limiting where and when a person 
can light up, society has largely 
taken the fun out of it. 
Back when you could sit in a 
restaurant (gasp!) at your table 
(gasp!) and enjoy a nice relaxing 
cigarette with your beer, it was 
much easier to 
pretend that 
smoking was 
adding something 
to your life. 
Now, banished 
like outcasts to 
designated areas 
six metres from 
any door or 
opening, standing 
in the rain, cold, 
it’s hard to 
imagine that 
smoking is anything other than 
what it is: an addiction.
Gone is the glamour. With what 
we now know about smoking, it just 
isn’t as accepted as it once was.
Smokers are a dying breed (pun 
intended). It’s not their fault though.
It’s the government’s policies: 
continue to sell tobacco for the 
precious tax revenues, but regulate 
it to death. 
The message this sends is 
contradictory at best: “We care 
about your health! But not that 
much!”
Until the government can cut the 
tobacco-tax umbilical cord and put 
the smokers out of their misery once 
and for all, we’re all going to have to 
continue to hold our breaths for the 
10 seconds it takes to walk past 
them. Because really, they’re the 
ones getting the short end of the 
(cancer) stick.
OPINION
sTacy ThOmas
A note taped above the door handle of Langara Health Services says, “1,692 people 
have touched this spot.” 
It’s a clever reminder that a 
campus is a perfect storm for 
contracting the flu virus: thousands 
of stressed-out, sleep deprived 
students touching the same germy 
items all day long. 
A few weeks back I was sick and 
guzzling down some caffeine. In 
mid-glug a classmate said to me, 
“Um, I think that’s my coffee you’re 
drinking.” Guilt-stricken, I con-
fessed, “I have a cold, I’m sorry!” 
We traded cups and he drank up, 
rationalizing 
seasonal sickness 
is inevitable.
My sentiments 
exactly.
Flu shots are 
only 35 per cent 
effective in adults. 
Why willingly 
expose yourself to 
toxins when there 
are plenty of 
natural ways to 
boost the immune system? 
Getting enough sleep, water, 
exercise and vitamins has got to 
provide at least 35 per cent protec-
tion against the flu virus. 
Avoiding white sugar helps too. 
One teaspoon of sugar will shut 
down your immune cells for up to 
eight hours.
Is it always bad to get sick? No. 
Like anti-bacterial soap, avoiding 
sickness actually creates more 
problems than it solves. By eradicat-
ing bacteria and viruses, we become 
an antiseptic society and do our 
immune systems a disservice.
Overcoming illness is the original 
and natural way in which our 
immune systems are kept strong, 
not by avoiding it, as proponents of 
the flu vaccine would have us 
believe. 
So go ahead and drink someone 
else’s coffee, you’re doing their 
immune system a favour.
OPINION
JaNa mINOR
Lsu is secretive 
and paranoid  
Get sick! B.C. hooked 
on cigarettes
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By JULES KNOX
Vancouver bibliophiles will be left wanting for books after trustees decided to reduce the number of 
book sales sponsored by the library 
this year. 
The library has decided to hold one 
sale a year instead of two, and they are 
looking for an organization that will 
sell any extra books that don’t fit into 
their limited storage. 
“Book sales are extremely popular, 
and we can see this with our own eyes 
as people start lining up to get in on the 
first day of the sale,” said Daphne 
Wood, a library spokeswoman. 
But the popularity of the book sales 
alone won’t keep them happening more 
often. 
The labour-intensive nature of book 
sales, along with an overall decline in 
demand for books, has led many other 
libraries across Canada to sell donated 
books through a third party.
Wood estimates that about half the 
books donated to the library will be di-
verted to the third party, with the rest 
sold at the annual book sale. 
Better World Books, currently used 
by the Hamilton Public Library, is one 
organization the VPL is considering. 
 “Better World Books is great be-
cause there just isn’t any hassle,” said 
Michael Ciccone, the Hamilton library 
spokesman. “We believe that it’s an im-
portant community service to have a 
book sale, but the material just isn’t 
selling as well as it used to.”
The organization runs free of charge 
for libraries, picking up books from li-
braries then selling them online. 
Libraries receive 20 per cent of sales, 
and an additional five per cent is do-
nated to charities that support literacy. 
The Hamilton Library has received 
approximately $21,000 from 65,000 
books since May 2011. 
“I think this decision is a mistake be-
cause second-hand book sales are ex-
tremely important for lower income 
people,” said Christine Nguyen, a Lan-
gara arts and sciences student. 
“But I understand that the library 
doesn’t have the resources to hold book 
sales all the time and it needs the mon-
ey.”  
For readers in search of second-hand 
books, many local branches will still of-
fer ongoing sales.
The Friends of the Vancouver Public 
Library, a group of volunteers that fun-
draises for the library, will also contin-
ue to hold book sales offering books 
that have been donated to their own 
organization. 
By Jana Minor
r
ecent seismic shifts in the pub-
lishing and technology indus-
tries may soon be felt at your 
local library.
The Vancouver Public Library has 
met the growing demand for ebooks, 
but all of its purchases currently come 
from American publishers. 
The recent merger of U.S.-based 
Random House and Penguin to form 
the world’s largest publishing house 
could affect the pricing and availability 
of ebooks for libraries.
“They have two very different ap-
proaches to how they sell [to librar-
ies],” said Christina de Castell, director 
of resources and technology at VPL, 
elaborating that Random House’s poli-
cy has been to sell without restrictions, 
whereas Penguin halted all ebook sales 
to libraries in 2011. 
“There are some publishers charg-
ing more for libraries to buy ebooks 
because unlike physical books they 
don’t wear out,” said Oakridge VPL 
branch manager Kirsty Elmslie. 
But publishers also stand to profit 
far more from personal ebook purchas-
es than from library copies lent to per-
sonal devices. 
It remains to be seen which library 
ebook policy the newly amalgamated 
Random House-Penguin will adopt.
Dana Chen, a librarian at the 
Oakridge branch, said the biggest chal-
lenge with ebooks is “the expectation 
that we have unlimited copies and [pa-
trons] can get the bestseller right 
away.”
In reality, ebooks operate the same 
as hard copy books, with each copy 
only available to one borrower at a time 
via the VPL website, and all ebook edi-
tions are shared among all branches. 
“And ebooks are getting more expen-
sive,” added Elmslie, which means li-
braries won’t be able to buy as many 
copies with limited budgets, a trend 
that may accelerate as publishers 
merge and concentrate pricing control.
E-readers are also in flux as they be-
gin to resemble the Palm Pilots of book 
technology. 
“People are using their tablets so 
much that maybe e-readers will go 
away completely,” Elmslie said, which 
would further impact ebook markets.
But as technology and publishers 
streamline, public libraries are choos-
ing to diversify. Branches now offer job 
training classes, teen programs, movie 
nights and the recently unveiled Van-
couver Inspiration Pass (VIP).
“It’s a pass where a family can go to 
places like the art gallery, the aquari-
um and Science World for free,” said 
Elmslie. Passes are signed out like 
books, allowing borrowers access to 22 
attractions for up to two weeks. 
There are already over 4,000 holds 
on the 120 passes available. 
Patrons must live in Vancouver to 
request a pass, which can be done on-
line or through your local branch. 
By STEVEN CHUA
Book clubs offer readers a social lit-erary outlet, and local librarians say starting one is as simple as 
showing some commitment.
Anne Dodington, a librarian at the 
Vancouver Public Library’s Dunbar 
branch said a set meeting place and 
time are often enough to get a book 
club off the 
ground. 
“It’s kind of 
like exercise 
classes,” she 
said, noting that 
book enthusiasts 
seem to react 
positively to the 
structure of book 
club meetings 
the same way participants react to re-
curring exercise classes. 
Langara College Library spokes-
woman Annie Jensen says student in-
terest is critical to starting a book club 
on campus.
“If students have ideas for how they 
might use the learning commons space, 
we want to hear them,” she said.
For Emily Nowicki, a second year 
Langara recreations student, the sight 
and smell of costumed storytellers and 
popcorn lured her to the Langara li-
brary’s Halloween book reading hosted 
by English instructor Karen Budra.
Budra said audiences keep coming 
to book readings because they’re im-
pacted by what they hear, and it’s an 
experience they can’t replicate when 
reading alone. 
UBC special education professor 
Linda Siegel seconds that opinion.
“Reading a book can be lonely by 
yourself,” Siegel said, adding that 
group discussions allow people to en-
gage in stories in ways they never 
would alone.
South Vancouver VPL branches 
Oakridge and South Hill offer book 
clubs, and welcome inquiries for more 
information on how to join. 
The popular book sales at 
the central library branch 
are reduced to once a year, 
remainder sold online 
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The ever-popular book sales at the central branch of the 
Vancouver Public Library will only happen once a year 
after a recent trustee vote, with additional sales online. 
Book clubs 
offer unique 
experience
Joining one is a social way 
to explore what otherwise 
can be a lonely pastime
Library book sales set to digitize
Demand for ebooks growing
But local librarians worry that supply for libraries could dry up 
Libraries offer more than books
“Reading a 
book can be 
lonely by 
yourself
LINDA SIEGEL
A look at what’s new at local libraries for Canadian Library Month this November
rEEL rEADS
mOVIE NIGHT
 Free showing of the 
classic movie Roman 
Holiday
Thursday, Nov. 8 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Alice McKay Room
at the central library
LIFE ON 
THE DEAD BEAT
Globe and Mail columnist 
Tom Hawthorn reads 
from Deadlines: Obits of 
Memorable British 
Columbians
Monday, Nov. 12
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Alma VanDusen Room 
at the central library
LIBRARY
events 
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The increasing popularity of e-readers and changes in the publishing industry have libraries unsure of how to meet demands for ebooks.
By JUDY CHERN 
The Falcons badminton team hopes to restore the glory of its former years while recognizing the chal-
lenges that come with training a young 
team. 
The team placed third in the second 
tournament in Nanaimo Nov. 3 and 4, 
with strong performances from the 
men’s singles, men’s doubles and mixed 
doubles players. 
Securing third for doubles were 
Hugh Leung and Shurman Chan, who 
have also been consistent in their wins.
“The new players are young, they 
don’t know that in the past, people 
would make lineups to match us,” said 
Leung. 
“They have to realize the school they 
are playing for is a championship 
team.”
“The challenge is to train the first 
years and get the 
girls to be more 
competitive,” said 
head coach Marc 
Petreman.
Leung agreed, 
saying that the 
team relies on 
steady wins from 
the men’s and 
mixed doubles’ 
side. 
“We have two 
months to boost up the girls . . . our suc-
cess really depends on them,” added 
Leung. 
Jason Sun and Matt Downton 
clinched first place in the A and B 
pools, respectively, for singles. Down-
ton participated in the world junior 
championships last week and is one of 
the core players this season.
In mixed doubles, Andrew Li and Ju-
lia Chiang were first in the A pool, 
while Downton and Ashley Jang came 
in second for the B pool, helping the 
Falcons to their third-place finish. 
Petreman praised Jang for being 
smart on court despite recent knee sur-
gery. Jang lost a close game in the last 
tournament in Kamloops while “basi-
cally playing on one leg,” said assistant 
coach Bonnie Cheng.  
This year’s team is a mix of high per-
formance and recreational players.  
Leung returns to Langara this year 
after receiving his degree from SFU. 
He hopes the team achieves the status 
they held in years past with players 
such as Olympic-hopeful Adrian Liu.
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Young Falcons badminton  
team strives to maintain 
Falcons’ history of victory, 
says player Hugh Leung
Falcons victorious over Douglas College for the season home openers
Basketball teams start strong
Badminton 
players seek 
past success
KATJA DE BOCK photos
The season home openers were held at Langara for both men’s and women’s teams on Friday, Nov. 2, against Douglas College. Guard 
Brody Greig (No. 6) moves to block a Douglas player; guard Hailey Hebron (No. 4) and forward Charlotte Lau (No. 11) wait for a rebound.
MARC PETREMAN 
Head coach of 
badminton team
By KATJA DE BOCK
T
he packed gymnasium went wild 
when both men’s and women’s 
Falcons basketball teams won 
this season’s home opening 
games against Douglas College. 
There was barely any standing room 
available to watch the game.
Dara Rykiss, who worked the door, 
could hardly keep up with the demand 
for fan towels, pins and 50-50 tickets. 
“I love coming to watch [my friends] 
. . . they excel at what they do,” said hu-
man kinetics student Rykiss. 
A Falcons soccer team member, 
Rykiss is disappointed that her season 
is already over when the basketball 
season is just beginning. 
The women won 60-45 against the 
Douglas Royals.
Forward Charlotte Lau was recover-
ing from a leg injury and still scored 23 
points during the game. 
“It was nice to have a good play,” she 
said, cooling down after the game.
“We had a specific game plan and we 
stuck to it . . . the defence was stellar,” 
said women’s head coach Mike Evans. 
But he added more work needs to be 
done. 
“We could be better at rebounding 
and we need to improve everything,” 
said Evans.
The women’s team captain Jade Ari-
gnon found the Falcons’ victory bitter-
sweet, because she had to sit on the 
bench due to a broken finger. 
Fourth-year player Arignon is fondly 
nicknamed The Mayor by her team-
mates for balancing basketball prac-
tice, studying business management 
and being one of the co-founders of the 
Langara volunteer program VOLT.
The men’s team, who excelled pre-
season, won 93-61 against the Royals. 
Jordan Mottl, men’s assistant coach, 
was excited to finally see the season 
start after two months of practice. 
Mottl said although many of the 
players were excellent, the start of the 
game was sloppy and the team should 
improve by next weekend. 
“A nice start to the year,” said men’s 
head coach Paul Eberhardt.
Guard Brody Greig, who twisted his 
ankle halfway through the game, also 
agreed the defence could be improved.
Among the cheering fans was histo-
ry student and former basketball play-
er Jordan Pendlebury, who had painted 
his chest in Langara orange. 
Pendlebury drummed tirelessly on 
an empty protein-powder box from his 
roommate, player Daniel Hobden.
The next games will be held on Nov. 
9 and 10 at Langara College, against 
Camosun College and Vancouver Is-
land University, respectively. 
Marpole Curling Club hosts Brooms & Beers league Saturday mornings, open to public
Locals rock the house with hops
RICHARD HODGES photo
Bill Flynn (left) and John Hutinchsun sweep hard. Brooms 
& Beers meets Saturdays at Marpole Curling Club.
By RiCHARD HODgEs
For the dedicated members of the Marpole Curling Club, early week-end mornings provide a rare 
chance to get their rocks off. 
Deb Pound heads the Brooms & 
Beers mixed league and calls the sport 
the best deal in town.
“It’s $215 for the entire year and you 
get a couple of hours every Saturday 
for a few months,” Pound said. “That’s 
less than $10 a game.”
The group plays every Saturday 
morning at 9 a.m at the Marpole Curl-
ing Club (8730 Heather Street). 
Rhodora Mancera got hooked on 
curling during the 2010 Olympics and 
eventually found herself attending 
drop-in games three to four times ev-
ery week.
“I just showed up as a spare and 
loved it,” Mancera said. “Eventually 
this one lady noticed me . . . she said to 
show up at the same time next week 
and she’d show me a few things be-
cause I looked like a natural.”
Mancera now curls regularly with 
her boyfriend and has introduced a few 
other friends to the sport. 
She hopes to compete in her first 
competitive tournament, known as a 
bonspiel, before the end of the year. 
While Mancera is a newcomer, oth-
ers have been curling for as long as 
they can remember.
Roseanne McIndoe has been curling 
recreationally and in bonspiels since 
she was 14-years-old.
Bill Flynn and his wife have been 
playing the sport for a decade and a 
half.
“We picked it up when we moved 
from Alberta when we were in our 40s,” 
Flynn said. 
“It’s something to do on a Saturday 
morning.”
The league also includes mentally-
handicapped players, some of whom 
compete in the Special Olympics.
For some of those players, such as 
Nico Jan-Groenevelt, it’s a chance to 
spend a couple hours putting their life 
on ice. 
“I love Saturdays,” said Jan-
Groenevelt. “I curl with these guys and 
after I play with other people like me.” 
WOMEN  / MEN
November 9
vs. Camosun Col-
lege
6 p.m. / 8 p.m.
At Langara
WOMEN  / MEN
November 10
vs. Vancouver 
Island University
1 p.m. / 3 p.m.
At Langara
WOMEN  / MEN
November 16
vs. Kwantlen Poly-
technic University
6 p.m. / 8 p.m.
Away
GAMES
Basketball
